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Many inventions have changed the world throughout history. These inventions have improved 

our quality of life and made some tasks much easier. From the printing press to the smartphone, 

society has benefited greatly from innovation. Here are three world-changing inventions and 

how they impacted society.

The Printing Press - The printing press was invented by 

Johannes Gutenberg in the mid-15th century and it 

revolutionized the way information was spread. Prior to the 

printing press, books were handwritten and very few 

people could read or write. The printing press allowed for 

mass production of books which led to an increase in 

literacy rates all over Europe. In addition, the printing press 

helped spread new ideas and spurted intellectual 

growth during the Renaissance period. 

The Automobile - The automobile was invented by Karl Benz in 1886 and it quickly became 

popular all over the world. Cars provided a new level of freedom for people as they could now 

travel farther than ever before. In addition, cars facilitated commerce as goods could be 

transported over long distances quickly and easily. Today, there are over 1 billion cars on the 

road and they are a staple in modern society. 

The Smartphone- The first smartphone was created by IBM in 1992 but it wasn’t until 2007 with 

the release of the iPhone that they became truly mainstream. Smartphones have changed the 

way we communicate, work, and entertain ourselves. We can now do all of these things while on 

the go which has made our lives more convenient than ever before. It’s hard to imagine a world 

without smartphones but just a few short years ago, that’s exactly what it was like. 

Throughout history, many inventions have changed our world for the better. The printing press, 

automobile, and smartphone are just a few examples of how innovation can improve our quality 

of life. What will be the next invention to change our world? Only time will tell!
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1. What is the first smartphone?

2. Who invented the automobile?

3. When was the printing press invented?

4. How did cars change society?

5. What are the benefits of smartphones?

6. How have inventions changed our world?

7. How did the printing press changed the world?

8. What were some of the benefits of the printing press?

9. How did the printing press help spur intellectual growth?

10. What is the expected next invention to change our 

world?
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