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An Old Fairy in a Castle

There was once an old castle, that stood 

in the middle of a deep gloomy wood, 

and in the castle lived an old fairy. Now 

this fairy could take any shape she 

pleased. All the day long she flew about 

in the form of an owl, or crept about the 

country like a cat; but at night she 

always became an old woman again. 
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A King and a Queen

A king and queen once upon a time 

reigned in a country a great way off, 

where there were in those days fairies. 

Now this king and queen had plenty of 

money, and plenty of fine clothes to 

wear, and plenty of good things to eat 

and drink, and a coach to ride out in 

every day.
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A dog and a Sparrow

One fine day, a sad dog on the road 

met a sparrow that said to him, ‘Why 

are you so sad, my friend?’ ‘Because,’ 

said the dog, ‘I am very very hungry, 

and have nothing to eat.’ ‘If that be all,’ 

answered the sparrow, ‘come with me 

into the next town, and I will soon find 

you plenty of food.’
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The King and the Golden Apples

A certain king had a beautiful garden.  

There was a tree which bore golden 

apples. These apples were always 

counted, and about the time when they 

began to grow ripe it was found that 

every night one of them was gone. The 

king became very angry at this, and 

ordered the gardener to keep watch all 

night under the tree.
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A Merchant and his 3 daughters

A merchant, who had three daughters, 

was once setting out upon a journey; 

but before he went he asked each 

daughter what gift he should bring 

back for her. The eldest wished for 

pearls; the second for jewels; but the 

third, who was called Lily, said, ‘Dear 

father, bring me a rose.’ 
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