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Context Clues Worksheet for Grade 5 

Directions: Read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence 

clues or your prior knowledge. Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you 

determine the word meaning. 

 

1. Persistent: Despite many obstacles, Sarah was persistent and never gave up on her 

dream to become a doctor. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

2. Spacious: The apartment was spacious, with large rooms and tall ceilings that made it 

feel even bigger. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

3. Diminish: The constant rain began to diminish the excitement of the outdoor concert, 

making people leave early. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

4. Obtain: To obtain the rare book, he had to travel across the country and visit several 

bookstores. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

5. Vigorous: The runner took a vigorous approach to training, exercising for hours 

every day to improve his speed. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 
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6. Eccentric: His eccentric behavior, such as wearing mismatched socks and talking to 

plants, made him stand out in the office. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

7. Defend: The soldier was asked to defend the castle against the invaders who were 

approaching from the north. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

8. Adapt: In order to survive in the harsh desert, the plants had to adapt by storing water 

in their thick stems. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

9. Emerge: After the storm passed, the sun began to emerge from behind the clouds, 

signalling the end of the rain. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 

 
 

 

10. Reconcile: After a long argument, the two friends were able to reconcile and make 

up, realizing they both wanted the same thing. 

Definition: _______________________________ 

What clues in the sentence led you to your definition? 
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Answer Key 

Answer Key for Context Clues Worksheet 

1. Persistent: Continuing firmly despite obstacles; determined. 

o Clues: "never gave up on her dream," "Despite many obstacles" suggests 

someone who does not quit easily and continues to pursue their goal. 

2. Spacious: Having a lot of room; roomy. 

o Clues: "large rooms," "tall ceilings," "made it feel even bigger" indicates a 

place with a lot of open space. 

3. Diminish: To make or become smaller, weaker, or less important. 

o Clues: "constant rain," "began to diminish the excitement," "making people 

leave early" suggests that something is decreasing or becoming less. 

4. Obtain: To get something, usually through effort. 

o Clues: "had to travel across the country," "visit several bookstores" shows that 

the person worked or travelled to get the rare book. 

5. Vigorous: Strong, healthy, or full of energy. 

o Clues: "took a vigorous approach to training," "exercising for hours every 

day" indicates high energy and intensity in the activity. 

6. Eccentric: Unconventional and slightly strange; unusual in behavior or appearance. 

o Clues: "wearing mismatched socks," "talking to plants," "made him stand out" 

suggests behavior that is unusual or different from what is considered normal. 

7. Defend: To protect something from attack or harm. 

o Clues: "asked to defend the castle," "against the invaders" shows that 

defending means protecting or fighting to keep something safe from others. 

8. Adapt: To adjust or change in response to new conditions or environments. 

o Clues: "survive in the harsh desert," "storing water in their thick stems" 

indicates the process of changing to fit the environment. 

9. Emerge: To come out into view or become visible after being hidden or obscured. 

o Clues: "storm passed," "sun began to emerge from behind the clouds" 

indicates that something is becoming visible after being hidden. 

10. Reconcile: To restore friendly relations after a disagreement or conflict. 

o Clues: "long argument," "make up," "realizing they both wanted the same 

thing" suggests that the two friends resolved their differences and became 

friendly again. 
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