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Grade 4 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

The Slave and the Lion

A Slave ran away from his master, by whom he had been most cruelly treated,
and, in order to avoid capture, betook himself into the desert. As he wandered
about in search of food and shelter, he came to a cave, which he entered and
found to be unoccupied. Really, however, it was a Lion's den, and almost
immediately, to the horror of the wretched fugitive, the Lion himself appeared.
The man gave himself up for lost: but, to his utter astonishment, the Lion,
instead of springing upon him and devouring him, came and fawned upon him,

at the same time whining and lifting up his paw.

Observing it to be much swollen and inflamed, he examined it and found a large
thorn embedded in the ball of the foot. He accordingly removed it and dressed
the wound as well as he could: and in course of time it healed up completely. The
Lion's gratitude was unbounded; he looked upon the man as his friend, and they

shared the cave for some time together.

A day came, however, when the Slave began to long for the society of his fellow-
men, and he bade farewell to the Lion and returned to the town. Here he was
presently recognized and carried off in chains to his former master, who
resolved to make an example of him, and ordered that he should be thrown to

the beasts at the next public spectacle in the theatre.

On the fatal day the beasts were loosed into the arena, and among the rest a Lion
of huge bulk and ferocious aspect; and then the wretched Slave was cast in
among them. What was the amazement of the spectators, when the Lion after
one glance bounded up to him and lay down at his feet with every expression of
affection and delight! It was his old friend of the cave! The audience clamored
that the Slave's life should be spared: and the governor of the town, marveling at
such gratitude and fidelity in a beast, decreed that both should receive their

liberty.
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The Wolf and The Kid

There was once a little Kid whose growing horns made him think he was a
grown-up Billy Goat and able to take care of himself. So one evening when the
flock started home from the pasture and his mother called, the Kid paid no heed
and kept right on nibbling the tender grass. A little later when he lifted his head,

the flock was gone.

He was all alone. The sun was sinking. Long shadows came creeping over the
ground. A chilly little wind came creeping with them making scary noises in the
grass. The Kid shivered as he thought of the terrible Wolf. Then he started wildly
over the field, bleating for his mother. But not half-way, near a clump of trees,
there was the Wolf!

The Kid knew there was little hope for him. "Please, Mr. Wolf," he said trembling,
"I know you are going to eat me. But first please pipe me a tune, for I want to

dance and be merry as long as I can.”

The Wolf liked the idea of a little music before eating, so he struck up a merry

tune and the Kid leaped and frisked gaily.

Meanwhile, the flock was moving slowly homeward. In the still evening air the
Wolf's piping carried far. The Shepherd Dogs pricked up their ears. They
recognized the song the Wolf sings before a feast, and in a moment they were
racing back to the pasture. The Wolf's song ended suddenly, and as he ran, with
the Dogs at his heels, he called himself a fool for turning piper to please a Kid,
when he should have stuck to his butcher's trade. Do not let anything turn you

from your purpose.
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The Clown and The Countryman

A Nobleman announced his intention of giving a public entertainment in the
theatre, and offered splendid prizes to all who had any novelty to exhibit at the
performance. The announcement attracted a crowd of conjurers, jugglers, and
acrobats, and among the rest a Clown, very popular with the crowd, who let it be
known that he was going to give an entirely new turn. When the day of the
performance came, the theatre was filled from top to bottom some time before

the entertainment began.

Several performers exhibited their tricks, and then the popular favorite came on
empty-handed and alone. At once there was a hush of expectation: and he,
letting his head fall upon his breast, imitated the squeak of a pig to such
perfection that the audience insisted on his producing the animal, which, they
said, he must have somewhere concealed about his person. He, however,
convinced them that there was no pig there, and then the applause was
deafening. Among the spectators was a Countryman, who disparaged the
Clown's performance and announced that he would give a much superior
exhibition of the same trick on the following day. Again the theatre was filled to
overflowing, and again the Clown gave his imitation amidst the cheers of the

crowd.

The Countryman, meanwhile, before going on the stage, had secreted a young
porker under his smock; and when the spectators derisively bade him do better
if he could, he gave it a pinch in the ear and made it squeal loudly. But they all
with one voice shouted out that the Clown's imitation was much more true to
life. Thereupon he produced the pig from under his smock and said sarcastically,

"There, that shows what sort of judges you are!"

Please visit our site for worksheets and charts https://whatistheurl.com/



https://whatistheurl.com/

Grade 4 Reading Comprehension Worksheet

A Thief and the Innkeeper

A Thief hired a room at an inn, and stayed there some days on the look-out for
something to steal. No opportunity, however, presented itself, till one day, when
there was a festival to be celebrated, the Innkeeper appeared in a fine new coat
and sat down before the door of the inn for an airing. The Thief no sooner set
eyes upon the coat than he longed to get possession of it. There was no business
doing, so he went and took a seat by the side of the Innkeeper, and began talking
to him. They conversed together for some time, and then the Thief suddenly

yawned and howled like a wolf.

The Innkeeper asked him in some concern what ailed him. The Thief replied, "I
will tell you about myself, sir, but first I must beg you to take charge of my
clothes for me, for I intend to leave them with you. Why I have these fits of
yawning I cannot tell: maybe they are sent as a punishment for my misdeeds;
but, whatever the reason, the facts are that when I have yawned three times I
become a ravening wolf and fly at men's throats." As he finished speaking he

yawned a second time and howled again as before.

The Innkeeper, believing every word he said, and terrified at the prospect of
being confronted with a wolf, got up hastily and started to run indoors; but the
Thief caught him by the coat and tried to stop him, crying, "Stay, sir, stay, and
take charge of my clothes, or else I shall never see them again." As he spoke he
opened his mouth and began to yawn for the third time. The Innkeeper, mad
with the fear of being eaten by a wolf, slipped out of his coat, which remained in
the other's hands, and bolted into the inn and locked the door behind him; and
the Thief then quietly stole off with his spoil.
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